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Secretary
Mary Ellen Sickles
513 Ash St.
Lansing, MI  48906
"517# 372$1477
rmsickles@comcast.net

Director  at  Large  
Lenny Basaj
6629 Burton Woods Dr
Whitehall, MI  49461
"231# 557$3694
lenny.basaj@gmail.com

Director !Past RE"  and 
Backfire Editor 
Jim Washburn
2385 Cedar Park Dr.  Apt 310
Holt, MI  48842
"517# 242$0702
Jwashburn.us@gmail.com

Director !Past RE"
Verne Wandell
910 Davis St,  #1
Kalamazoo, MI  49008
"269# 217$2489
vwandell49@gmail.com

Competition Manager
Dayle Frame
703 Pine Ridge Dr.
DeWitt, MI  48820
"517# 575$9450
hdf3.wtr80@gmail.com

Solo  Manager 
Brad Yonkers
7341 S Montcalm Ave
Lowell, MI  49331
"616# 204$8806
bradyonkers@gmail.com

Sound Control
Carola Basaj
6629 Burton Woods Dr
Whitehall, MI  49461
"231# 557$3694
lbasaj@charter.net

Membership  Chair!s"
Pete & Debbie Hansen
12194 74Th Ave
Allendale, MI  49401
"616# 895$7661
hansens@altelco.net

Webmaster 
OPEN at this time

Grid 
Mary Ellen Sickles
513 Ash St.
Lansing, MI  48906
"517# 372$1477
rmsickles@comcast.net

Paddock 
Thomas Smolenski
1010 South Harbor Dr.
Grand Haven, MI  49417
"616# 842$5027
tsmolenskis@yahoo.com

F&C # Communications 
Lydia Hansen
330 Watson St
Coopersville, MI 49404
"616# 633$8923
liddyhansen@gmail.com

Radios and Starter 
Bruce Beauvais
12974 Beardsley
Greenville, MI  48838
"616# 754$9583
bruce.beauvais@gmail.com

 2019 WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION OFFICIALS      
Regional Executive  and 
Course Control 
Wayne Rogers
3615 Colonial Avenue N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI  49525
"616# 238$6186
wrogers280z73@netzero.net

Treasurer  and 
Timing & Scoring 
Dave Ferris
6157 Nichols Rd
Mason, MI  48854
"517# 290$7128
1988irocz28@gmail.com

F&C # Flagging 
Pete Hansen
12194 74Th Ave
Allendale, MI  49401
"616# 895$7661
hansens@altelco.net

Assistant  RE and 
Scrutineering 
Ed Maklenburg
300 Jacole Drive
Milford, MI. 48380
"248#$685$2773
emaklenburg@frontier.com
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Membership News

WMR welcomes our new   
or returning members

Congratulations
 to the following who 

celebrated membership 
anniversaries last month

Timothy Green $ Williamston, MI

Kevin Huemmer $ Howell, MI
Andre Oostuizen$ Traverse City, MI

Alison Rosaen $ Lansing, MI

48  years Edward Lublow
45  years Bruce Harrington
43  years Bruce Kalin
32  years Craig Weidner
32  years Bruce Beauvais
32  years Susan Beauvais
23  years Lance Loughman
22  years Michael Fellmer
9  years Je% Secor
9  years Ken Vander Vlist
6  years David Savage
6  years Peter Savage
6  years Madelyn Savage
6  years Liesa Savage
6  years Holly Savage
6  years Rachel Start
6  years Eric Cronick
5  years Anson Liu
4  years Vicki Henry
4  years Aric Williamson
4  years Sara Williamson
3  years Richard Sheeran
2  years David Walters
1  year John Busch
1  year Steve Searles
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Contributors

JIM WASHBURN
Backfire Editor

MARY ELLEN SICKLES
Secretary

Our General Membership / Board of Directors 
Meeting Location

$$$ Please Join Us At $$$

Pietro's Italian Restaurant
2780 Birchcrest Dr SE, Grand Rapids, MI

For the “o% season” September thru April,
we typically meet the 2nd Saturday of the month

with an optional dinner at 6:00pm
followed by the meeting at 7:00pm. 

Our next meeting will be October 12, 2019.

Pietro's Italian Restaurant
2780 Birchcrest Dr SE
Grand Rapids, MI  49506
"616#  452$3228

Region Calendar

October 1, 2019
Submissions of 2020 WMR Officers / Board of Director 
Election Nominations due to Mary Ellen Sickles

October 12, 2019
General Membership / Board of Directors Meeting at 
Pietro's Italian Restaurant, 2780 Birchcrest Dr SE,  
Grand Rapids, MI.    Dinner at 6:00pm,  Meeting at 7:00pm

November 9, 2019
General Membership / Board of Directors Meeting at 
Pietro's Italian Restaurant, 2780 Birchcrest Dr SE,  
Grand Rapids, MI.    Dinner at 6:00pm,  Meeting at 7:00p

December 14, 2019
General Membership / Board of Directors Meeting at 
Brann’s Steakhouse & Grill, 4157 Division Avenue S, 
Wyoming, MI.    Dinner at 6:00pm,  Meeting at 7:00pm
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2019 GREAT LAKES DIVISION 
SOLO SERIES SCHEDULE

For more information and
to Register for a specific event go to

www.soloseries.org

* * * *

2019 WMR SOLO SCHEDULE

Contact Brad Yonkers at
bradyonkers@gmail.com

for more information.

2019 GREAT LAKES DIVISION 
CLUB RACING SCHEDULE

April 13 GLDiv/WHRRI Driver’s School 
"classroom# at Waterford Hills

April 27 $ 28                GLDiv/WHRRI Driver’s School "track 
time# at Waterford Hills

May 2 $ 5 VSCDA “Gingerman Spring                     
Brake Drivers School & Races”                                           
at Gingerman  

May 18 $ 19 DET / SBR “Bert Olson” Majors 
Double Event at GingerMan             

May 31 $ June 2           OVR “Race of Champions” Majors 
Double Event at Mid$Ohio

June 22 $ 23                  SVRA Vintage Grand Prix of Mid$
Ohio at Mid$Ohio

June 22 $ 23                  WMR “Unrestricted” Double 
Regional at Grattan

July 13 $ 14                   OVR Double Regional at Mid$ Ohio

July 20 $ 21                  DET/INR/SBR  Double Regional at 
Gingerman

July 27 $ 28                   DET/INR/SBR  Time Trial National 
Tour at Gingerman      

August 2               Cincinnati Region PDX at Mid$Ohio 

August 3 $ 4                Cincinnati Region Double Regional  at 
Mid$Ohio

August 10 $ 11             WMR “Last Chance” Majors Event  at  
Grattan                                            

August 16 $ 18             VSCDA “Vintage Grand Prix Au   
Grattan XXX” at Grattan

October 8 # 13 2019 SCCA National Runo$s  
at Virginia International 
Raceway !VIR"

October 25 OVR PDX at Mid#Ohio

October 26 # 27 OVR Double “Sprint Classic”  
Regional at Mid#Ohio

For more information and
to Register for a specific event go to

www.motorsportreg.com

June 2                           South Bend Region $ Grissom 
Aeroplex, Peru, IN

June 22 & 23                Indy Region $ Grissom Aeroplex, 
Peru, IN

July 14                          Fort Wayne Region $ Allen County  
War Memorial Coliseum, Fort 
Wayne, IN

August 17 & 18            Detroit/Saginaw Valley Region $
Wurtsmith  Airport,   Oscoda, MI

Sept 21 & 22              Cincinnati Region $ Traders World, 
Cincinnati, OH                              

October 19 South West Virginia Region 
# Grand Central Mall, 

September 2           WMR Labor Day Event at Grattan 
Raceway Park, Grattan, MI

October 26 WMR Grattan Event #2 at 
Grattan Raceway Park, 
Grattan, MI

http://www.motorsportreg.com
http://www.soloseries.org
http://www.soloseries.org
mailto:bradyonkers@gmail.com
mailto:bradyonkers@gmail.com
http://www.motorsportreg.com
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To our fellow WMR members,
It's time to submit any nominations for o!cers for WMR-
SCCA for 2020.
Please consider stepping up to help run our club!

The board meetings are once a month Sept till March.
Some of our board members have retired and we are short 
handed. It is essential that we get some new volunteer 
Board members this year.
The deadline is October 1, 2019.

Please submit any nominations to rmsickles@comcast.net
There is an attached Nomination Form. (LINK)

We will need the name of the member, membership ID number, 
the name of the position and the name of the nominee. 

Thank you.
Mary Ellen Sickles
Recording Secretary

mailto:rmsickles@comcast.net
http://wmr-scca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-WMR-SCCA-BoD-Nomination-Form.pdf
mailto:rmsickles@comcast.net
http://wmr-scca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-WMR-SCCA-BoD-Nomination-Form.pdf
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Secretary Report:  
Mary Ellen Sickles:  Our April meeting minutes were 

approved and printed in the newsletter.
Regional Executive’s Report:

Wayne Rogers:  Welcome to all members present.
Treasurer's Report: 

Dave Ferris:  $ We made money on the Majors and lost 
a little on the Regional.  The final reports are not in on 
the Solo’s.

Our financial situation is strong for continuing ongoing 
operations.  Our checking balance as presented in this 
months treasurer's report is reconciled and equal to our 
most recent bank statement.  A copy of our monthly 
treasurer's report is available to our members upon 
written request.  Mary Ellen Sickles moved to accept the 
report, Lenny Basaj seconded, it was approved.  
Competition Director’s Report:  

Dayle Frame:  "not present# $ No report
Solo Report:

Brad Yonkers:  "not present# $ Dave Ferris reported we 
made money on the Labor Day Solo.
Newsletter Report:

Jim Washburn relayed that the newsletter deadline is 
September 25, 2019.

Chief of Specialty Reports: 

F&C #Flagging:
Pete Hansen:    "not present# $ No report. 

F&C # Communications:
Lydia Hansen:    "not present# $ No report.

Radios:
Bruce Beauvais:   "not present# $ No report

Start:
Bruce Beauvais:  "not present# $ No report

Grid & Pit:
Rod and Mary Ellen Sickles: $ No Report

Timing & Scoring:
Dave Ferris: $ He’s going to the My Laps Motorsports 

training day on Dec 11.
Sound:

Carola Basaj:   "not present# $ No report
Course:

Wayne Rogers:  $ No Report

Old Business: 
New Website Status update: Dave Ferris reported 

that Cloudy Mouse was doing well with our website, he’d 
just sent more info to include and to change. 

Long Term Race Trailer Storage: Dave Ferris made a 
motion for WMR to build a carport at Grattan with a 
back and two sides.  We’ve already paid '1200.00 as a 
down payment.  The total would be  around '3000.00 
with the carport and and preparation of the ground.  The 
location would be near the gas pumps.  Mary Ellen 
Sickles seconded the motion and it was approved. 

Advertisement in the Grattan brochure: We need to 
do it again this coming year with updated phone 
numbers.  Mary Ellen Sickles made a motion for the ad to 
be placed again.  Lenny Basaj seconded and it was 
approved. 

Fire Suppression: Dave Ferris reported Cold Fire is in 
a chrome extinguisher, it has no PFAS.  If it’s kept above 
freezing it can be kept for several years without dumping 
it.  Dave will ask for more information.  The consensus is 
to put it on hold for now.

September Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2019, 6:54 pm

Pietro's Italian Restaurant, Grand Rapids, MI

Board Members present:  Wayne Rogers, Dave Ferris, Mary Ellen Sickles, and Lenny Basaj 
Board Members absent:    Ed Maklenburg , Jim Washburn, and Verne Wandell
Other Members Present:  Karen Crider, Rod Sickles, Fred Hawley, and Bruce Beauvais 



 BACKFIRE                                                                                                            OCTOBER, 2019

PAGE 8

September Meeting Minutes
($ Continued ($

New Business: 
Paper postcard or newsletter: Discussion of the need 

for a paper postcard or newsletter once per year for 
approximately 400 members. 

Elections: Ask Jim to send out the nominations form. 
BMW Club: Kent Williamson sent Wayne Rogers an 

email.  The BMW Club wants to join us at our regional.  
They have their own sta% "timing, registration, tech. etc.#.   
We would put them in the IT group, they would have to 
have a weekend membership and pay the sanction fee.  
There is interest.  The next step would be to talk to the 
National o!ce. 

WMR Service Awards Program: Dayle Frame, Dave 
Ferris, and Jim Washburn.  Dave Ferris reported we need 
a points keeper/liaison between the board and the 
members and chiefs.  The board agrees that it should be 
simple and easy to do. 

Annual Meeting and Banquet: Discussion about the 
Annual meeting in January and whether to combine it 
with the Banquet.  The members liked Brann’s and we 
will check with them. 

2020 Club Racing Schedule: We hope to have our 
Regional in June and Majors in August.  We need 
confirmation of the dates from Grattan next. 

2020 Solo Schedule: We will try for a May and Labor 
Day Solo.  We need confirmation of the dates from 
Grattan next. 

January 2020 SCCA National Convention: Dave 
Ferris will go to represent us.  If there is any further 
interest in going please let one of the Board members 
know. 

Bracket Racing along with our Regional event: There 
was concern about the track crossing closed for the 
amount of time needed. 

Announcements:
Dave Ferris would like to purchase a new version of 

Quickbooks.  He will wait for the 2020 version to be 
released and ask for approval at that time.

Adjournment:

Dave Ferris motioned to adjourn, Ed Maklenburg 
seconded, approved at 8:15 pm. 

_ _ _ 

E Mail Votes Between Meetings: 
On 4/29/2019 $ The Club ordered and made a deposit of 
'1,248 to Midwest Steel Carports for a 18’ x 40’ building 
to be erected at Grattan Raceway Park for the purpose of 
storing our Race Trailer and other ancillary equipment. 

On 6/5/2019 $ Dave Ferris made a motion on 6$5$19 for 
himself to attend the My Laps training in Indianapolis 
IN, December 11, 2019 with the cost not to exceed 
'750.00.  Verne Wandell seconded and it was approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Ellen Sickles,
Recording Secretary
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www.WMR-SCCA.orgwww.WMR-SCCA.orgSOLO

Solo #2 at
Grattan Raceway 

Western Michigan Region, SCCA

Saturday, October 26, 2019

Grattan Raceway is a 2.0 mile long winding, hilly road course with 10 very challenging 
corners. Uphill, downhill ascending and descending radius turns, Monza bowl, esses, a 
hidden apex hairpin, and a downhill reverse camber corner, makes for a very FUN course.
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WMR SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM
Available Credits and Redemption Information

Credits earned with our Service Award Program may be carried over for the most 
recent two consecutive years.

SOME OF OUR MEMBERS (see below on the next page) have unused 
banquet tickets and credits earned in 2017 and 2018.  The 2018 banquet 
tickets may be used for our next Banquet and the both the 2017 and the 2018 
credits can be used for SCCA Merchandise or applied to your 2019 membership 
renewal fees.  (The 2017 credits however, will expire when the new plan year 
begins on December 1, 2019.)

To use your credit for merchandise.

Review and note the item(s) at sccagear.com, then contact Dave Ferris, our 
club Treasurer, at 1988irocz28@gmail.com with the product information.  He 
will verify your available credit, ask you to confirm the item number, size, color, 
etc, and ask you to send a check to him for the balance.  He will then place the 
order to be shipped directly to you.

To use your credit for membership renewal.

When you receive your membership renewal information in the mail, contact 
Dave at 1988irocz28@gmail.com to verify the amount of credit available.  Then 
mail the renewal form and a check for the difference between your renewal 
amount and the available credit to Dave.  He will forward it to SCCA where it will 
be processed.

http://sccagear.com
mailto:1988irocz28@gmail.com
mailto:1988irocz28@gmail.com
http://sccagear.com
mailto:1988irocz28@gmail.com
mailto:1988irocz28@gmail.com
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WMR Service Award Program - Available Credits
as of 10-01-2019

Banquet 
Tickets 

Available 
as of

$      
Credits  

Available 
as of

Banquet 
Tickets 

Available 
as of

$      
Credits  

Available 
as of

Member Name 10/1/2019 10/1/2019 Member Name 10/1/2019 10/1/2019
Andrews, Sue 0 $25.00 Hansen, Pete 0 $0.00
Barnes, Ray 0 $50.00 Hawley, Fred 1 $45.00
Basaj, Anna 0 $10.00 Henry, Marc 0 $25.00

Basaj, Carola 0 $25.00 Henry, Vicki 0 $0.00
Basaj, Lenny 0 $25.00 Lublow, Ed 0 $10.00

Beauvais, Bruce 0 $100.00 Maklenburg, Ed 0 $25.00
Beauvais, Sue 0 $50.00 McCormick, Nathan 0 $10.00

Boris, Jeff 0 $50.00 Orr, Bobbe 1 $50.00
Burnside, Alice 0 $10.00 Redlon, Larry 0 $25.00
Burnside, Gary 0 $10.00 Rogers, Wayne 0 $50.00
Crider, Karen 1 $100.00 Secor, Jeff 0 $0.00

Cull, Phil 0 $35.00 Sickles, Mary Ellen 0 $63.10
Dalziel, Irene 0 $10.00 Sickles, Rod 0 $50.00

DeLoof, Steve 0 $20.00 Smolenski, Tom 0 $75.00
Doane, Marty 0 $10.00 Steencken, Barb 0 $25.00
Doane, Nancy 0 $0.00 Trotter, Bob 0 $0.00
Ensing, Gordy 0 $35.00 Walters, Allison 0 $10.00

Ferris, Dave 1 $0.00 Walters, Dave 0 $10.00
Frame, Dayle 0 $35.00 Wandell, Verne 1 $40.00

Frame, Melinda 0 $25.00 Washburn, Jim 1 $0.00
Gaunt-Wandell, Lorrie 1 $20.00 Williamson, Aric 0 $10.00

Green, Ric 1 $25.00 Williamson, Sara 0 $0.00
Gyulay, Jason 0 $50.00 Woods, Thomas 0 $10.00

Gyulay, Mary Beth 0 $0.00 Woods, Tyler 0 $10.00
Hansen, Debbie 0 $0.00 Yonkers, Brad 1 $0.00
Hansen, Lydia 0 $50.00
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Backfire is publication of the 
Western Michigan Region of the 
Sports Car Club of America. 

The editor welcomes letters, articles 
and opinions of our members to be 
included in this publication provided 
that  1. The items are edited for 
grammar and improper expletives.     
2. The content is not libelous nor 
unsupportable.  The items must be 
received no later than the 15th of the 
month to be included in the next 
issue when and where space is 
available.  

  

Submit articles to: Jim Washburn, 
1972 Chestnut St., Holt, MI  48842
Microsoft Word documents and 
pictures can be emailed to 
Jwashburn.us@gmail.com
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WHATEVER YOUR MARQUE...

MOTOR-STADT REGION
PORSCHE CLUB of AMERICA
MSR/PCA Membership
P.O. Box 555 
Okemos, MI  48805

First Class Mail

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Backfire is a publication of the 
Western Michigan Region of the 
Sports Car Club of America. 

The editor welcomes letters, articles 
and opinions of our members to be 
included in this publication provided 
that:  1"  The items are edited for 
grammar and improper expletives and     
2"  The content is not libelous nor 
unsupportable.   The items must be 
received no later than the 15th of the 
month to be included in the next 
issue when and where space is 
available.  

  

Submit articles to: Jim Washburn, 
1972 Chestnut St., Holt, MI  48842
Microsoft Word documents, PDF 
files and pictures can be emailed to 
Jwashburn.us@gmail.com
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